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Its purifying action appears to him the more valuable, because diplitherite 
(croup) at its commencement is often localized in the throat, and by applying 
remedies early, the extension of the false membranes to the larynx may be pre¬ 
vented. He wonders that this topical action of the copper salt has not been 
hitherto observed upon plastic exudations which are visible to the eye, such as 
cutaneous diphtheria, and that of the vulva, the throat, and the nose, for its 
effects in these complaints would have induced a speedy conviction of its utility. 
The dose in which Dr. Missoux administers the sulphate of copper is rather 
larger than that prescribed by other physicians. For young children he dis¬ 
solves a quarter of a gramme of the salt in 12a grammes of distilled water, and 
orders a teaspoonful to be given every ten minutes, until vomiting is produced. 
After the age of puberty, and in adults, he increases the dose to one gramme, 
without his having ever witnessed any poisonous effects. The more the solution 
is concentrated, the more frequently the doses are given, and the earlier its ad¬ 
ministration is resorted to, the more prompt and certain are the effects of the 
treatment. Out of thirty diphtheritic cases, Dr. Missoux lost only two. This 
result may surprise some readers, but he assures the profession that he has 
determined the existence of croup only after actually observing the presence of 
the false membranes in the bronchi, trachea, and larynx.— Brit, and For. Med.- 
Ghir. Rev., July, 1859, from Bull. Gin. de TMrap., Dec. 30, 1858. 

16. Anosmia Lymphatica, a New Disease characterized by Enlargement of 
the Lymphatic Glands and Spleen.- —Much interest wms excited amongst the 
profession by the announcement of Dr. Wilks, at one of the meetings of the Pa¬ 
thological Society during the past session, that the morbid specimens which he 
exhibited were taken from a patient in Guy’s Hospital, w-hose disease was new, 
and hitherto unnamed. The essential features of the disease are the most ex¬ 
treme pallor of an.Tmia, enlargement of one or more of the various groups of 
lymphatic glands, either internal or external to Ihe body, and a peculiar morbid 
condition, with occasional enlargement of the spleen ; the last depending upon 
the deposition of an opaque, white, lardaceous material, in isolated masses, or 
diffused throughout the substance of the organ, and resembling bacon-rind. The 
malady is so striking, and yet so peculiar, that when carefully studied it is 
almost impossible to mistake its identity. Six eases are detailed in the second 
volume (third series) of Guy’s Hospital Reports, in a paper by Dr. Wilks, “ On 
Cases of Lardaceous Disease and some Allied Affections.” All of them proved 
fatal, as well as those which have since come under our notice. The peculiari¬ 
ties noticeable in these cases were as follows:— 

Case 40.—Enlargement of the lumbar and posterior mediastinal lymphatic 
glands, forming a chain of tumours along the whole length of the spine upon 
each side of the aorta; spleen enlarged, opaque white deposits through it: age 
twenty-four. 

Case 41.-—Lumbar glands much enlarged, and accompanying the aorta along 
the spine to the pelvis; mesenteric and bronchial glands enlarged; spleen large, 
with a number of ovoid white bodies: age nine years. 

Case 42.—Cervical, mediastinal, bronchial, and lumbar glands enlarged; 
spleen four times larger than natural, three-fourths of it resembling opaque 
white tallow : age ten years. 

Case 43.—Lymphatic glands of neck, groin, and around the great vessels in 
the chest and abdomen, enlarged; spleen had a few white tubercles : ag'e six¬ 
teen years. 

Case 44.—Great enlargement of the absorbent glands of the neck, axilla, and 
groin; spleen enlarged, with an infinite number of small, white, opaque deposits : 
age fifty. 

Case 45. (Dr. Markham, 4th vol. Transactions of the. Pathological So¬ 
ciety.) —Enlargement of anterior and posterior mediastinal glands, encircling 
the arch of the aorta; spleen enlarged, with small yellow masses throughout: 
age thirty. 

Some other instances might be added to these; but it will be sufficient to 
append the following, shown to the Pathological Society in the course of its 
last session:— 



540 Progress of the Medical Sciences. [Oct. 

“ Enlargement of the cervical, mediastinal, and lumbar glands; the spleen 
much enlarged, with white deposits throughout: age twenty-two.” 

The enlargement of the lymphatic glands, which thus seems the peculiar fea¬ 
ture of this malady, is remarkable for the lingering form of fatal cachexia which 
it produces. The extreme pallor of the patient—as we have witnessed at this 
hospital—at once attracts the attention of the observer. 

In relation to the six cases we have briefly noticed, I)r, Wilks observes, in 
regard to the symptoms during life and the appearances after death—“Their 
uniformity is too considerable to constitute merely a coincidence of disease be¬ 
tween the glands and the spleen, and therefore there is, without doubt, a pecu¬ 
liar form of affection involving these organs, accompanied by an anaemic ca¬ 
chexia, prostration, and death. I say a peculiar affection ; for although allied 
to the tubercular, I believe it to be one not yet recognized under the ordinary 
forms of disease.” 

This affection has been mistaken for scrofula, especially where the glands in 
the necks of weakly children have commenced to enlarge. It occurs to persons 
of all ages. It may gradually extend over a period of two or more years, when 
the thoracic and abdominal glands become involved, and slow prostration pre¬ 
cedes death. 

The intimate structure of the enlarged glands is a fibro-nucleated tissue, and 
this is not to be distinguished from ordinary libro-plastic growths. Dr. Hodgkin 
described a case of this kind in the seventeenth volume of the Medico-Chirur- 
gical Transactions, in which he refers to its connection with a peculiar affection 
of the spleen; but he affixed no name to it. Dr. Wilks correctly styles it 
anaemia lymphatica, which is a very distinctive appellation, the anmmia being 
the most important result, and tending to the fatal issue. Moreover, it is a 
simple and good name for it, as he thinks it indicates the most important condi¬ 
tion of the malady, and the one often only recognizable when the enlargement 
of the glands is entirely within. There is no excess of white corpuscles in this 
disease similar to that observed in the leucocytluemia splenica of Bennett, but 
rather a deficiency of the red, as was observed in the following case, for the 
notes of which we are indebted to Mr. Hugh Bennett, clinical clerk to the hos¬ 
pital. In this instance, the duration of the disease was three years and a half, 
and the extreme whiteness of the skin resembled the anaemia of females who 
have lost much blood. The amemic bruit was also present. 

William B--. aged twenty-seven years, was admitted, on June 8th last, into 

Job ward, Guy’s Hospital, under the care of Dr. Pavy. He was a single man, 
by occupation a gunmaker, and residing in Fleet street; states that his health 
has been good up to three years and a half ago, excepting having had an attack 
of inflammation of the bowels fifteen years since, and three attacks of gonorrhcea 
four years ago ; he had a chancre on penis, no sore throat, no bubo, nor erup¬ 
tion ; six months afterwards had enlarged glands in the left groin, which have 
increased in size ever since; he was never of dissipated habits, and always kept 
good hours. His parents and brothers are healthy; no history of scrofula in 
the family. Three years and a half ago he noticed a small lump in the left 
groin, accompanied with a slight pain. It was the pain, and not the lump, 
which chiefly attracted his attention. The pain he described as dull and aching, 
descending the left thigh as low down as the knee, the thigh being at the same 
time slightly swollen, and also ascending obliquely backwards towards the small 
of his back. Twelve months ago he was an inmate of St. George’s Hospital, 
under the care of Mr. Hawkins, who treated him with iodide of potassium and 
cod-liver oil internally, and tincture of iodine locally. He was presented by Mr. 
Hawkins, at the expiration of eight months, slightly relieved. He resumed his 
original occupation, and followed it for a short time, until he became so weak 
that he was compelled to give it up. 

The patient is a man of middle stature, light, complexion, gray eyes, and light 
hair; presenting all the appearances of having lost an abundance of blood— 
suffice it to say, however, that he has not lost any; skin of his body generally 
extremely white, hot, and pungent; conjunctivat watery. Chest well formed, 
mobile during respiration, and resonant on percussion; equally resonant poste¬ 
riorly. Lungs healthy. On listening to the sounds of the heart, there could be 
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heard indistinctly a systolic bruit in the course of the aorta (“ anaemic bruit 
diagnosed”). He never had rheumatism or pain in his limbs. His voice is 
strong- and clear; tongue moist and clean; has evidently an enlarged spleen 
bulging out of the left hypochondriac region; it can be distinctly felt through 
the abdominal walls; has enlarged glands in the left groin, about the size of a 
goose’s egg; no other glands perceptibly enlarged; has general anasarca; skin 
pits on pressure in every part of the body and extremities ; urine healthy, spe¬ 
cific gravity 1017; bowels open ; motions of a clay colour, “ pale.” 

Mr. Stocker, the apothecary, saw the patient on the 8th of Juno, and ordered 
the following medicine: two grains of iodide of potassium, in an ounce of julep 
of ammonia, three times a day. 

June 9. He had a good night. His blood was examined microscopically this 
morning 1 , and was found to contain an excess of white corpuscles, “ compara¬ 
tively speaking but, in reality, there seemed to be a deficiency of the red cor¬ 
puscles, rather than an excess of the white. 

Uth. Hr. Pavy prescribed five grains of the citrate of iron, with quinine, 
thrice a day. 

13th. Has a severe headache this morning, and a troublesome cough is coming 
on, without any expectoration. To have five grains of extract of conium night 
and morning; also, five ounces of wine daily. 

Ifith. Feels better since he has had the wine; cough much about the same. 
Ordered, lactate of iron, five grains; iodide of potassium, two grains; syrup of 
poppies, half a drachm; water, an ounce: three times a day. 

18th. Expresses himself as being better; lower extremities still very cedema- 
tous ; coughs a good deal at night. 

July 4. Thirst excessive; appetite lost; expectoration more abundant, of a 
bluish gray, slightly frothy character, and strongly adherent to the bottom of 
the utensil. 

8th. The patient evidently seems much worse; lies prostrate in bed; is not 
able to sit up for five minutes together; mouth and tongue very dry, the latter 
being bi own in the centre, and white along the margins. 

9f/i. Had a very restless night; respiration became hurried; pulse quick and 
feeble; eyes turned upwards ; mouth wide open, and dry. Ordered, eight ounces 
of wine; ammonia and serpentaria. 

lOf/t. Unconscious ; lies on his back, with his head thrown backwards ; pulse 
rapid, and extremely feeble. 

11th. Expired at 6 A. M. Died quietly. 

Post-mortem examination thirty-three hours afterwards. —On opening the 
thoracic cavity, it was found to contain a larger quantity of fluid than is usually 
met with in health, and an excess of fluid was also found in the pericardium. 
Lungs free from adhesions; patches of softening were here and there found on 
cutting into them. Liver, kidneys, and heart healthy; the latter contained no 
clot, except a very small one in the left ventricle; blood being remarkably thin, 
like port wine and water mixed. Spleen enlarged; weighed twenty-four ounces 
and a half; full of white tubercles. Lumbar glands greatly enlarged; inguinal 
glands also enlarged.— Lancet, Aug. 27, 1859. 

17. Defective Assimilation in Infants — its Prevention and Treatment. —Dr. 
Rocth read a paper on this subject before the Medical Society of London. The 
object of the paper was to show that most of the mortality of infants was due 
to defective assimilation. Defective assimilation was almost always the result 
of want of breast milk and the use of injudicious food; the disease was most 
effectively prevented by supplying this milk. Dr. Routh then detailed the result 
of breast milk exclusively given, artificial food without breast milk and with it, 
or the development and mortality of children, from tables of Messrs. Merei and 
Whitehead; from which he showed that in proportion as breast milk predomi¬ 
nated, in proportion was good development observed, and vice versa. He then 
showed that the most frequent diseases amongst children were abdominal dis¬ 
eases, occurring in the proportion of 23.4 per cent.; developmental diseases in 
that of 8.8 per cent, of all cases ; rachitic diseases constituting 3.2 per cent.; 
atrophy or marasmus, 5.2 per cent. He believed, however, that all these were 



